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 Kerry L. Smyser is the  Deputy Director in the Office of Capital Programs at that the District of 

Columbia Housing Authority (DCHA).  Ms. Smyser has over 16 years of diverse experience in large scale 

urban redevelopment; neighborhood transformation and economic development.  She began her career 

at DCHA in the Office of Planning and Development as a Redevelopment Project Specialist and has 

managed a portfolio of over half-a- billion dollars in redevelopment projects during her time with DCHA.    

During her tenure as a Project Manager, she worked with developers to produce over 1,500 

units of housing in a number of DCHA’s HOPE VI projects which include Capitol Gateway, Glenncrest, 

Sheridan Station, and Capper/Carrollsburg.  During her brief tenure as Interim Director of the Office of 

Capital Programs she played a major role in securing financing for the Authority’s first self-development 

transaction, Highland Dwellings, a $65 million Low Income Housing Tax Credit project that preserved 

208 low income units.    

In her previous position as Deputy Director for Development, Ms. Smyser was responsible for 

managing the day-to-day activity of the agency’s development program.  The development pipeline 

included 15 active mixed finance developments which ranged from self-development transactions to  

operating-subsidy-only projects.  She worked closely with federal and local government agencies to 

secure financing, funding approvals, entitlements and permits.   In her current position as the Senior 

Deputy Director, she is responsible for managing the day-to-day activities within the Office of Capital 

Programs and directly supports the Director.   Most recently Ms. Smyser has been reassigned to 

Development and is overseeing several of the agencies major redevelopments which include the DCHA 

Headquarters Redevelopment site, Greenleaf and Capper/Carrollsburg HOPE VI.  

Through her diverse work and background of service, Ms. Smyser has assisted several of the 

affected redevelopment communities by establishing Community Development Corporations (CDC) and 

assisted the organizations by building capacity and developing sustainability plans. Recognizing the 

importance of growth and collaboration in resident leadership, Ms. Smyser developed the Washington 

DC HOPE VI CDC Collaborative in 2002.  The goal of the collaborative was to assist the HOPE VI CDC 

leadership with developing business plans to create economic opportunities in and around their 

communities; to assist entrepreneurs with developing and implementing business plans; and to serve 

individuals and families interested in returning to the new communities.         

Ms. Smyser has guest lectured at the University of DC, Howard University and numerous 

organizations and associations in the DMV.  She volunteers with local organizations such as DC Habitat 

for Humanity; DC Public Schools and Takoma Park Baptist Church.   A native of Oklahoma, Kerry moved 

to Washington, DC in 1996.  She and her husband live in DC’s historic Logan Circle neighborhood.   

   




